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Claims 

[d] l. A method for processing blood in an apheresis system 
comprising a blood component separation device and at 
least one blood passageway associated with said blood 
component separation device, said method comprising 
the steps of: 

introducing blood into said at least one blood passage- 
way; 

separating said blood into a plurality of blood compo- 
nents; 

removing at least one of said blood components from 
said at least one blood passageway; 
detecting a presence of a first condition associated with 
said apheresis system, wherein said first condition is a 
problem relating to at least one of said method and said 
apheresis system; 

performing a first prompting step, said first prompting 
step comprising: 

prompting an operator of said apheresis system to per- 
form an investigation of said apheresis system in relation 
to said first condition; 

performing a second prompting step, said second 
prompting step comprising: 



prompting said operator to specify a result of said inves- 
tigation to said apheresis system. 

[c2] 2. A method, as claimed in Claim 1, wherein: 

said detecting step is performed by said apheresis sys- 
tem. 

[c3] 3. a method, as claimed in Claim 1, wherein said per- 
forming a first prompting step comprises: 
textually indicating said presence of said first condition 
to an operator of said apheresis system. 

[c4] 4. a method, as claimed in Claim 1, further comprising 
the step of: 

graphically indicating to said operator of said apheresis 
system a protocol for performing said investigation. 

[c5] 5. a method, as claimed in Claim 4, wherein said graphi- 
cally indicating step comprises: 
utilizing text. 

[c6] 6. A method, as claimed in Claim 4, wherein said graphi- 
cally indicating step comprises: 
utilizing at least one pictorial. 

[c7] 7. a method, as claimed in Claim 1, wherein said per- 
forming a second prompting step comprises: 
providing a plurality of predetermined results associated 



with said first condition to said operator. 

[c8] 8. A method, as claimed in Claim 1, further comprising 
the steps of: 

specifying said result of said investigation; and 
displaying at least one graphic to said operator of said 
apheresis system indicative of an action to be under- 
taken by said operator. 

[c9] 9. A method, as claimed in Claim 8, wherein said dis- 
playing step comprises: 
providing text. 

[do] io. A method, as claimed in Claim 8, wherein first dis- 
playing step comprises: 
providing at least one pictorial. 

[en] 11. A method, as claimed in Claim 1, wherein said at 

least one blood passageway comprises a blood process- 
ing channel and a blood processing vessel, said method 
further comprising the step of: 

disposing said blood processing vessel within said blood 
processing channel. 

[d2] 12. A method for processing blood in an apheresis sys- 
tem comprising a blood component separation device, at 
least one blood passageway associated with said blood 
component separation device, an operator interface dis- 



play and at least one sensor, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

introducing blood into said at least one blood passage- 
way and said blood separation device; 
separating said blood into a plurality of component types 
using said blood separation device; 
removing at least one of said blood component types 
from said at least one blood passageway; 
monitoring said at least one sensor; 
detecting a first condition based on said monitoring 
step, wherein said first condition is a problem relating to 
at least one of said method and said apheresis system; 
first prompting an operator of said apheresis system to 
first investigate said apheresis system regarding said 
first condition; and 

second prompting said operator to input data relating to 
said first investigation to said apheresis system. 

[d3] 13. a method, as claimed in Claim 12, wherein said step 
of first prompting comprises: 

textually displaying information on said operator inter- 
face display relating to said first condition to said opera- 
tor of said apheresis system; and 
textually displaying on said operator interface display at 
least one remedial action to be performed by said opera- 
tor, said remedial action relating to said first condition. 



[d4] 14. a method, as claimed in Claim 12, wherein said step 
of first prompting comprises: 

graphically displaying information on said operator in- 
terface display relating to said first condition to said op- 
erator of said apheresis system; and 
graphically displaying on said operator interface display 
at least one remedial action to be performed by said op- 
erator, said remedial action relating to said first condi- 
tion. 

[d5] 15. A method, as claimed in Claim 12, further compris- 
ing the step of: 

third prompting an operator of said apheresis system to 
second investigate said apheresis system regarding said 
first condition; 

fourth prompting said operator to input data relating to 
said second investigation to said apheresis system. 

[d6] 16. A method, as claimed in Claim 15, wherein said step 
of third prompting comprises: 

textually displaying information on said operator inter- 
face display relating to said first condition to said opera- 
tor of said apheresis system; and 
textually displaying on said operator interface display at 
least one remedial action to be performed by said opera- 
tor, said remedial action relating to said first condition. 



[d7] 17. a method, as claimed in Claim 15, wherein said step 
of third prompting comprises: 

graphically displaying information on said operator in- 
terface display relating to said first condition to said op- 
erator of said apheresis system; and 
graphically displaying on said operator interface display 
at least one remedial action to be performed by said op- 
erator, said remedial action relating to said first condi- 
tion. 

[d8] 18. A method, as claimed in Claim 15, further compris- 
ing the steps of: 

third prompting an operator of said apheresis system to 
second investigate said apheresis system regarding a 
second condition; 

fourth prompting said operator to input data relating to 
said second investigation to said apheresis system. 

[d9] 19. a method, as claimed in Claim 18, wherein said step 
of third prompting comprises: 

textually displaying information on said operator inter- 
face display relating to said first condition to said opera- 
tor of said apheresis system; and 
textually displaying on said operator interface display at 
least one remedial action to be performed by said opera- 
tor, said remedial action relating to said first condition. 



[c20] 20. A method, as claimed in Claim 18, wherein said step 
of third prompting comprises: 

graphically displaying information on said operator in- 
terface display relating to said first condition to said op- 
erator of said apheresis system; and 
graphically displaying on said operator interface display 
at least one remedial action to be performed by said op- 
erator, said remedial action relating to said first condi- 
tion. 

[c21] 21. A method for processing blood in an apheresis sys- 
tem comprising a blood component separation device, at 
least one blood passageway associated with said blood 
component separation device, an operator interface dis- 
play and at least one sensor, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

introducing blood into said at least one blood passage- 
way and said blood separation device; 
separating said blood into a plurality of component types 
using said blood separation device; 
removing at least one of said blood component types 
from said at least one blood passageway; 
monitoring said at least one sensor; 
notifying an operator of said apheresis system of a first 
condition based on said monitoring step; 
first prompting an operator of said apheresis system to 



first investigate said apheresis system regarding said 
first condition; and 

second prompting said operator to input data relating to 
said first investigation to said apheresis system. 

[c22] 22. A method, as claimed in Claim 21, wherein said step 
of notifying comprises: 

textually displaying information on said operator inter- 
face display relating to said first condition to said opera- 
tor of said apheresis system. 

[c23] 23. A method, as claimed in Claim 21, wherein said step 
of third notifying comprises: 

graphically displaying information on said operator in- 
terface display relating to said first condition to said op- 
erator of said apheresis system. 



